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CYNTHIA P. MURPHREY AND 
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On application of Cynthia P. Murphrey, Hanover Insurance Company and 
Allmerica Financial Benefit Insurance Company for SUPERVISORY WRIT in 
No. 81,738 on the docket of the Forty Second Judicial District, Parish of DESOTO, 
Judge Nicholas E. Gasper. 
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Alan Thomas Seabaugh 
Michael Christopher Melerine 

Counsel for: 
Cynthia P. Murphrey and 
The Hanover Insurance 
Company and Allmerica 
Financial Benefits Insurance 

Counsel for: 
Charles E. Tabor Gregory Booker 

Before ROBINSON, HUNTER, and ELLENDER, J.J. 

WRIT GRANTED AND MADE PEREMPTORY. 

Applicants Hanover Insurance Company, Allmerica Financial Benefits 
Insurance Company and Cynthia P. Murphrey seek supervisory review of a ruling 
of the trial court denying a motion for continuance of the trial set to begin on 
November 4, 2024. Considering the timing of both the trial and the legislative 
session, that this is the first trial setting and striking a rational balance between the 
respective branches of government at issue, we find that the trial court abused its 
discretion in denying applicants' motion for continuance. See also, Supreme Court 
Rule XXIX, effective, October 20, 2024. The case should be given priority at the 
next available jury trial setting. The writ is granted and the judgment of the trial 
court is reversed. Trial of this matter is hereby continued. 
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Shreveport, Louisiana, this  I 	day of 	November 	, 2024. 

FILED: November 1, 2024 
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